Sir-In the Kiel-classification (Lennert, 1978 (Lennert, , 1981 malignant lymphomas derived from follicular center cells (FCC) are subdivided into malignant lymphoma (ML) centrocytic, ML centroblastic and ML centroblastic/centrocytic. The former 2 types generally reveal a diffuse growth pattern and the latter a predominantly follicular growth. However, some lymphomas composed mainly of centrocytes or of centroblasts display a follicular growth. In the recently proposed "working formulation (WF) for clinical usage" (Rosenberg et al., 1982) follicular lymphomas are subdivided into small cell, mixed and large cell lymphomas; the former two groups are classified among the low-grade and the latter among the high-grade malignancies. Subdivision according to the WF of a large group of centroblastic/centrocytic lymphomas also revealed a somewhat better survival in the small and mixed cell groups than in the large cell group (Molenaar et al., 1984 Figure 1 Actuarial survival curves for the total group of studied patients (all) and for the groups composed predominantly of large centrocytes (CC, n=8) and of large centroblasts (CB, n = 7). Group CC than in Group CB, although not statistically significant presumably due to the small number of cases. The current findings obtained in patients that were mostly treated before the development of modern therapeutic regimens corroborate with earlier observations in recently treated patients (v.d. Berg et al., 1983 ). In the latter study patients with follicular lymphomas composed of small and large centrocytes were found to require aggressive initial treatment, but reached long complete remissions afterwards. Patients with follicular lymphomas composed of small and large centroblasts, on the other hand, followed a relentless course from the start. A better survival for large cleaved as compared to large non-cleaved lymphomas has also been reported by others (Stein et al., 1979; Aine et al., 1982) , but no mention was made in these studies of a follicular growth. However, Barcos et al. (1981) found a comparable survival in follicular small and large cleaved and large non-cleaved lymphomas. It may be concluded therefore, that the evidence for a different behaviour of follicular large centrocytic and large centroblastic lymphomas is as yet inconclusive. Nevertheless, especially the observed differences in response to therapy (v.d. Berg et al., 1983) , justify a critical approach to the lumping together of all large cell follicular lymphomas, since an initial complete response seems to be the major determinant of long survival (Cabanillas et al., 1979; Hermann et al., 1982 
